520                  Grainger s SUGAR-CANE.            [A.D. 1776.
This passage does not appear in the printed work. Dr. Grainger, or some of his friends, it should seem, having become sensible that introducing even Rats in a grave poem, might be liable to banter. He, however, could not bring himself to relinquish the idea; for they are thus, in a still more ludicrous manner, periphrastically exhibited in his poem as it now stands:
'Nor with less waste the whisker'd vermin race A countless clan despoil the lowland cane.'
Johnson said, that Dr. Grainger was an agreeable man ; a man who would do any good that was in his power. His translation of Tibullus, he thought, was very well done ; but The Sugar-Cane, a poem, did not please him1; for, he exclaimed, ' What could he make of a sugar-cane ? One might as .well write the " Parsley-bed, a Poem ;" or " The Cabbage-garden, a Poem." ' BOSWELL. ' You must then pickle your cabbage with the salatticum! JOHNSON. 'You know there is already The Hop-Garden, a Poem2: and, I think, one
mention the havock made by rats and mice, had introduced the subject in a kind of mock heroick, and a parody of Homer's battle of the frogs and mice, invoking the Muse of the old Grecian bard in an elegant and well-turned manner. In that state I had seen it; but afterwards, unknown to me and other friends, he had been persuaded, contrary to his own better judgement, to alter it, so as to produce the unlucky effect above-mentioned.'
The above was written by the Bishop when he had not the Poem itself to recur to; and though the account given was true of it at one period, yet as Dr. Grainger afterwards altered the passage in question, the remarks in the text do not now apply to the printed poem.
The Bishop gives this character of Dr. Grainger:—' He was not only a man of genius and learning, but had many excellent virtues; being one of the most generous, friendly, and benevolent men I ever knew.' BOSWELL.
1 Dr. Johnson said to me,' Percy, Sir, was angry with me for laughing at The Sugar-cane: for he had a mind to make a great thing of Grainger's rats.' BOSWELL. Johnson helped Percy in writing a review of this poem in 1764 (ante, i. 557).
3 In Poems by Christopher Smart, ed. 1752, p. roo. One line may
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